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"They Had to Call and Call": The Search for Sylvia Plath
Peter K. Steinberg

Sylvia Plath first attempted suicide on August 24, 1953. For approximately two full days
her whereabouts were unknown. Her disappearance sparked a major local and reayidmal se
At first Plath was a missing person, but within a day it was discovered that her sleeping pills
were goneAs a result, the police concluded Plath attempted suicide and updated the public via
news sourcedder mother, Aurelia Schober Plath, was timdy family member quoted in the
papers at the time. "It sounds peculiar,” she said on August 25, 1953, "but she has set standards
for herself that are almost unattainable. She's made almost a minor obsession of fulfilling what
she believes to be her ressibility to her sponsors, and | am gravely concerned for her"
("Wellesley Woods Searched".9)Thefollowing day, Mrs. Plath addedShe recently felt she
was unworthy of the confidence held for her by the people she knew. For some time she has been
unable to write either fiction or her more recent love, poetry. Instead of regarding this as just an
arid period that every writer faces at times, she believed something had happened to her mind,
that it was unable to produce creatively anymore" (“Dayg Serch Fails" 1)Mrs. Plath's
statement conclude%Although her doctor assured us this was due to nervous exhaustion, Sylvia
was constantly seeking ways for which to blame herself for the failure, and became increasingly
despondent” (9)

Anne Stevensosuggests " Al most every writer | know ha
you know you're not fulfilling yourself, when you know you're letting yourself down. To be an
artist, you have to grant a certain authority to yoursejftl.(in Malcolm107). This stament,
which Stevenson made some time after the publication of her biogBséryFame A Life of
Sylvia Plath(1989) mirrorsthoseremarksmade byAurelia Plath'sluringher daughtés
disappearance

The similarity between Aurelia Plath's commegdgsa mother and Anne Stevenson's as a
writer indicates the acuity in which Plath's mother evaluated her daughter's feelings. For
Stevenson, alcohol was the way she chose to handle her depression and she compares her
dependency on it to Plath's suicidesatpt: "I think Sylvia took up suicide the way | took up
drink." (107). Stevenson continues: "And if you're having a bad time in your life in order to

produce this art the pain can produce intolerable gtrainich can come out as alcoholism or
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deep depressn, or both" (107).

Critics often associatelath's despondency and depression that summer with Frank
O'Connor’'s rejection of her application for his Harvard Summer Scooote'English SR --
Advanced Composition: The Short Stdryhe course catalogfates"Enrollment in the course
will be limited and preference will be given to students who have already done some original
work either n criticism or creative writinfy(Harvard63) Though wellpublished for awenty
yearold, Plath'screative seli the "authoity” to which Stevenson referswasfragile andstill
forming. Plath anticipated a productive and creative summer after her guest editorship at
MademoiselleShe looked a®'Connor's course as apportunity "to sell some of the stories |
wrotefor it" (Plath,Unabridged Journal$43). It was supposed to be "the summer where | built
up a backlog" (543WWhile Plathtook this rejection negately, itis possible that she was too
advanced a writer fo©'Connor'ourse. Plath had, after all, pulsined five stories and four
poems inSeventeeandMademoiselldefore June 1953. In addition, she had three poems and
three journaBmpieces inThe Christian Science Monitoand more than twdozen articles
published anonymously as a Press Board correlpu in theDaily Hampshire Gazettand
Springfield Daily NewsWhile she had no published criticisrhwiould be surprising if other
candidates for O'Connor's class had sudsane.

Although no biography of Plath is complete without covehegsuicide attempand
trying to make sense of itritics and biographers have never fully understooctitent of the
coverageher disappearance received in the médRecent scholarshipn Sylvia Plattin the
field of modernist studies focasattentionon periodicals and in particular the contemporary
context of periodicals t@lath's lifetimeWorks by Marsha Bryant, Luke Ferretter, and Robin
Peel come to mind as unique and valuable examinations in this research area.

It is impossible to know hownany radio stations reported the misditigth or just how
frequently updates or appeals for information were broagiddMarrenPlath confirms that his

sister'sdisappearance aireuh the television new$ln conjunction withthe story, a family

! While a comprehensive review of Plath's first three years at Smith College does not fall within the iispe of
paper, a review of her life between September 1950 and August 1953 could be undertaken to further understand
Plath's mindset at the time and what led her to attempt suicide.

2 See Bryant's "Ariel's Kitchen: Plathadies Home Journabnd the DomestiSurreal” in Anita Helle'The

Unraveling Archive: Essays on Sylvia Plathd Peel'$Vriting Back: Sylvia Plath and Cold War Politiesd other
essays. Luke Ferretter's tatkthe Sylvia Plath 75Year Symposiund i scussed Pl at hdstothhor t
Ladi es 6 Hamleothel magazinea for women.

3WBZ-TV and WNAGTV were Boston's television stations in 1953.

f

(
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photogaph appeared. This is mostly likely the same photograph that ran in the Boston Globe
on August 25, 1953However, newspapers did run both locally written news stories and re
printed those sent over the wires courtesy of the Associated Press, theRueggdand the
International News Service. In their biographies of Sylvia Plath, both Linda Whtarén and
Paul Alexander claim that Plath's disappearance was nationaf nidasever, neither author
provides any concrete evidence for such a claim.

Plath chose to attempt suicide while her mother watéh@dieen is Crowneal the
Exeter Street Theatre in Bostthre afternoon of August 24, 195%he took a bottle of sleeping
pills, filled the Friday beforeglong with a glass of watand a blanket o the basement. There
was a cravl space, blocked bffrewood, whichwas directly below the screenadbreezeway
which connedthe house to the garagene "shoulder high" crawl space opening is "2 %2 by 2
2" feet,is "twenty feet by tefi had "cement w#d" and "a dirt floor" (Find Girl in Cellal 17).
Plathwas careful to replace the logs, thus concealing herself compRlatly.then swallowed
forty of the sleeping pillsPolice searched the house, but the basement was certefisly
examined as psthlebecause "the kindling wood was in place and the family said it had been
there for some time™ellesley Girl Found in Cell&r2).’

While Plath slept in the crawl space beneath the porch of her house at 26 EImwood Road,
another major news event gpt Massachusetts and the nation. Mildred McDonald, a
stenographeirom Somerville, murdered the fourteen yelt sister of her former boyfriend. A
heavy rain fell that first night which served to frustrate the wide regional searchieffetath
which made use of bloodhounds frahe Andover State PolicBOn the evening of August 26,
1953, Olive Higgins Prouty sent a telegram to Aurelia Plath to let Mrs. Plath tkiabshe
wanted to help. Prouty, on vacation in Maine, learned about her proté&géipatirance and

discovery from a Boston newspaper. This telegram, which is held in thenReghals at the

* Email, Susan Plath Winston, 11 May 2010.

® See page 108 WagnerMartin's Sylvia Plath: A Biographwand pages 124125 in Alexander'sRough MagicIn
three instances iRough Magi¢ Alexander gives either the incorrect publication for an article or merges titles of
different articles together. I8ylvia Plath: Method & MadnesEdward Butscher, and as a consequence Wagner
Martin, claims that NewtotWellesley Hospital is in Framingham, which we know is not true.

® As it turrs out, A Queen is Crowneblegan a seven day limited engagement showiiige Community Playhouse
in Wellesley beginning Septemb#s, 1953.

" Much of the infomation above was obtained from the newspaper articles on her disappearance.

& News ran concurrently to Plath's disappearance about the Andover State Police aefgwieimew bloodhounds.
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Lilly Library, was important to Aurelia Plath as it ensured the possibility of financial support in
her daughter's recovelThe telegram is repduced here for the first time

In October 1962, after completinthe Bell Jay Plathstatedn an interview!'| believe
that one should be able to control and manipulate experiences, even the most terrifying, like
madness ¢é | t hxperidncetistverytimppreah(Qrrd60p Whilea response ta
guestion about her poetry, this comment is particularly relevant to her fielgopositionthat
"personal experience is very importao#ih clearly be traced frohrerearliestwritten and
published short storie¥

In her journalsPlathcultivates andrehearsgher attitude about writing arde to the

point where it becomd@st amantra and ultimatelg philosophy. Of her short story "Den of

® There is some unpublished correspondence in Plath Mss. Il latiyheibrary between Aurelia Plath, Olive

Higgins Prouty and Sylvia Plath's doctor's. These letters illustrate the level of involvement Prouty took in Plath's
recovery and treatment. Amongst others, Jacqueline Rose discusses this in "The Archiver, tholegpdf helhe

Haunting of Sylvia PlathSee pages 827.

191t can be seen also in what survives of her first attempts to write a novel in the-laiiel 1950sPages from her

first novel attempEalcon Yardand a chapter drafts from it, "Venus irt8eventh" and "Hill of Leopards," are held

by Emory University (See Ted Hughes Papers, Series 3: Sylvia Plath, Subseries 3.2 Prose, Box 139, Folders 19 and
24, and Box 140, Folder 11).
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Lions," shefelt that she "wrenched a peout of my life, a piece of hurt and beauty, and
transformed it to typewritten wordsPlath,Unabridged Journal®2). In two entries from May
1952 and January 1953, Plath stat&éhe fact remains that writing is a way of life to nut to
write you have to live don't you" (07, 166)? She is clearly forming henodus operangiand
when she failed to end her life she set her sights on living to theAfiiér her breakdown and
marriage, sherders herself'All | need to do is work, break open thegp mine®f experience
and i ma g i(283 ttwoold také time and practice, but after writing "Johnny Panic and
the Bible of Dreams" she felt as though she finally tappida resource that enali@er to be
more hopeful. Now, she assefsly life may at last get into my writing" (441)Johnny Panic

and the Bible of Dreams" and the other stories wriigthset in Boston, combined with her

experience of working at Massachusetts General Hospital, encouraged Plath to seriously consider

writing "mentl-hospital stuff. | am a fool if | don't relive, recreate it" (49H)is is not to
suggest thathewould be writing straight out of her life experiencesfiltered No, it would
takea combination of "experience and imaginatiamy as she saidheability "to control and
manipulate experience§283 Orr 169).This is the achievement @he Bell Jar.

As with much of the story of Esther Greenwood's "queer, sultry summleth(The Bell
Jar 1), there are some embellishments in the thinly fictiaedistory of herbreakdown.The
pivotal chapter in the noved Chapter Thirteen, where Esther Greenwatidmpts to take her
life. After she is discovered and initially treated in the subsequent chapter, Esther Greenwood
transfers from the city hospite a private hospital with the financial assistance of her
benefactress Philomena Guinea, who had "interested hersg}faase” (208).Guinea's
telegram and the help it promised was cond#liotis there a boy in the cd's@09)? It is clear
from the imageabovethat no such condition appeared in the actual telegram from which this
episodan the novelderives. This is but one instance where Plath expertly manipulates her
experience in her creative writing

In addition to the telegram, Esther @navood recalls newspaper clippingsTime Bell
Jar.** Joan Gilling, the "beaming double of my old best self* lsdsther "a fistful of
clippings”(231; 223). Esther mentions four and ligts headlines for three. These fictionalized
clippings have thedadlines "SCHOLARSHIP GIRL MISSING. MOTHER
WORRI|I EDéSLEEPI NG PI LLS FEARED MI SSI NG WI TH

" The telegram and clippings are but two of many "real life" propedatale inThe Bell Jar

Gl
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(223-224). Esther reads each headline, summarizes the connected story and describes the
accompanying photographs

As readers will seé the bbliography to followthe headlines in the novelo closely
match those whichppearedavhen the real events occurred. Each summary is accurate enough
and two of the four phographs described approximatelpict those that ran during the
ordeal*® While The Bell Jaris a work of fiction based on actual events, evidence strongly
suggests Plath did not have access to any real clippings when as she corhpd3eltl Jar

The Lilly Library holdsthreeclippings on Plath's first suicide attentptThey were
included in the papers purchased in 1977 from AuRdth These were largely papedylvia
Plath left behind in America when she and Ted Hughes returned to England in December 1959.
ThePlath Collection held by the Mortimer Rare Book Room largely ctseishe papers
purchased from Ted Hughes that came from tindgeh Plath left behind in England. There are
two clippingsin the Plath Collection, but these are later accessfoRsesewere donated on
November 14, 1985 by Plath's college classmate EpstieinMark and were therefore not
among Plath's working papers when she widie Bell Jar Whether or not Plath had any
clippings with her in England is not known; however, the absence of clippings in the Plath
collection at Smith, suggests she did.not

Stephen TaborSylvia Plath: An Analytical Bibliographlists onlytwelve articles on
Plath's disappearaneéiich appeared ifihe Boston Gloh& he Boston Heraldlhe Boston
Post The Towsnma(Wellesley), andhe Daily Hampshire Gazett@Northampton)®> One of
the two clippings at Smith Collegé;ind Girl in Cellar,"is not included in Tabor's work. This
article was the catalyst for my searahd over the last year | have tried to find as many
newspaper articles as possible 8ylvia Plath's firstsicide attempt® This searctwas
motivatedalsoby the unsuppoed claims of national coveragethe two aforementioned
biographies.

| conducted rast of the researddt the Microtext Department of tiBoston Public

21n the articles | found, no photographs showed either "A dark midnight picture of about a dozefacedon
people in the wood" (tdescribe the bloodhounds) @ne showing "policemen lifting a long, limp blanket roll with a
featueless cabbage head into the back of an ambular®lath(The Bell Jar224)

13 These are number$450, and51 in thefollowing bibliography.They areheld in Plath Mss II, Oversize 11.

14 Numbers 51 and 57 in the following bibliography.

5 These are nunas 8, 44, 45, 46, 50, 51, 53, 54 125, 126, 127, 157 in the attached bibliography.

18 1n addition to searching for "Find Girl in Cellat have tried to identify full citdons for each clipping held in the
Sylvia Plath Collection amith Collegefor which publication, date or page numbers are missing.
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Library. Additional work was completl in the Widener Library at Harvard University. At first |
looked through daily newspapefsom largertowns and cities in Massachusetts. | consulted
newspapers from Worcester, Brockton, Quincy, Fall River, Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford, and
Attleboro. | wa encouraged at findirayticles on Plath's disappearance in each of these
newspapers, butdid not come across the oheanted, "Find Girl in Cella¥

Yet one day, browsing through the list of newspapers on microfilm ataseoBPublic
Library, | naticed that Boston papers had a separate sectwowsed he availablditlesto see
which newspapers were printing in 1953. There were thmbécationsthat | had never heard of
before:Boston Daily RecordBoston Evening Americal andBoston Travedr.'® | was familiar
enough with the font used in the clipping | had seen to know that when | started the first reel of
theBoston Travelerthat | had found my source. But this success did not satisfy me. While | had
found several dozen articles from adn or so newspapers, all of these were local. Where were
the national stories?

The BPL holds oubf-state newspapers for August 1953 for Portland, Maine; Hartford,
Connecticut; Providence, Rhode Island; and Manchester, New Hampshire. While these are out
of-state, their proximity to Massachusetts may classify them as more regional than national. No
articleappearedn several searches dhe New York Timgkoweveronehad been published
in theNew York Herald TribuneAt Harvard, | had access to theBuest Historical
Newspapers database. It wesngthis resource, finally, that | founissociated Presaticles
from theChicago TribuneandLos Angeles TimesGooglealso locateddditionalnewspaper
articlesfrom Schenectady, New York; Spartanbugguth CarolinaBaltimore, Maryland;

Daytona Beachand West Palm Beh¢Florida Now I'm a believer: Plath's first suicide attempt
was national news.

In phase two of this search, | browsaddomly selected Massachusetts newspapers
After this, | hadatotal of seventytwo articles fromtwenty-nine newspaperslevennewspapers
ran no articles. | decided to dive off the dexyal and look at every daily and weekly newspaper

on microfilm keld at the BPL for this periodhere weranore than 10@dditionalMassachusetts

" The Boston Daily RecorandBoston Evening Americagach printed multiple editions through the day. | have
tried to plae the articles on Plath in order of appearance in my following bibliography.

18 This newspaperBoston Traveleris not the same to which Plath refers to in her October 30, 1962 interview with
Peter Orr of the British Council when discussing her first published pbeenpoem was published The Boston
Herald. Plath had at least oraaldtional publication inThe Boston Heralthefore she was ten years olzh August

2, 1942, PAth won $1 foia drawing competition she entereallectively titled "Funny FacesThis drawing

appeared on page B10. A clipping is held at the Lilly Library.
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daily and weekly titles through which to browse. At the conclusion of this search, which took
nearly 300 hours, | found a total of2drticles in55 newspapers, which are all listed in the
following pages101 newspapersonsulted did not gear to print the story.

While much of the information in these articles is similar, this search was not without
discoveries. An interesting firglrfacedwhile | waslooking through thé&oston Evening
American In addition to the news story on Plathistpaper reprinted, with the permission of
MademoisellePlath's now famous poem "Mad Girl's Love Sofigri Sylvia Plath: Method &
MadnessEdward Butscher alludes to this publicatir does not list the souré®.

The articlescould not agree on thmntentof the note Plath left on August 24 and other
details. Somarticlesreportthatthe note read'l am going for a hike and will be back

tomorrow"?*

Others reporthatthe note read'l am going for a long walk.On August 26,
1953, the morningapers reported Plath still missing. At midday, Plath was found. The
afternoon, late and final editions that day rushed the news into print. Several newspapers ran
both an article about the continuing search and a brief update about her being foursdmnethe
issue?? Another discovery was that Plath's name and story appeared in some newspapers on
August 28 and August 29 as news broke about the disappearance of another Wellesley girl who
went missing in Marbleheatassachusetfs Several of these articdare listed in the
bibliographybelowas each menti@a basic summary of Plath's case.

No bibliography is complete and the full extent to which Sylvia Plath's first suicide
attempt received new®xeerage may never be knowhBut the subject bibliograppincluded
with this articleindicates the extent e¥hat the Plath family, their friends and itheommunity,
and the search partiexperiencedaver the course of those twlays in August 1953In my
reviewof newspapergnanyothermissing persons nagswereprinted. While | dd not attempt
to read or followstory other tharP | a tfdwdifsany, received theoticeableattention and space

¥ The poem was reprinted in three separate editions &ddkeon Evening Americaas can be seen in itenis, 36,
and ¥ in the bibliography.

D gee page 122.

% The language "going for a hike" is ironic when one considers the idiom "take a hike."

* gee artiaks in newspapers from Attleboro, Gardner, Holyoke, and Milford, Massachusetts in the bibliography.
These are differerftom those newspapers that printed multiple editions throughout the day that ran different stories
in morning and evening editions.

% Themissing girl, Penelope Protze, was found riding her bicycle in South Béstmtzelived at 41 Martin Road,
which is justtwo-tenths of a mildrom the Plath house. The newspaper stoBesrtProtze lived at 41 Martin
Streethowever there 8 no Marth Street in Wellesley.

% This is a general call for others to search through available microfilm in their towns, cities, and states for
additional news stories on Plath's disappearance in August 1953.
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Plath's case did.he newspaper coverage raisemmquestions. Why did Plath receive so much
attention? Was itdr writing or her beauty that lead to the inter&9s it significanthat she

was from Wellesley or attended Smith®hy then, in 1963when Plath died and when she was
conceivably better known amdore widelypublished, was there comparatively so littletten
about her?

As Hughes saw Pila's poetry to print throughou®63, death noticesequently
accompanied the publicatiorss one would expegcthe notices fferred to her as "Sylvia Plath,"
just as A. Alvarez's "A Poet's Epitaph” from the Febyuaf issue offhe Observedoes. In her
biography of Anne Sextg Diane Middlebrook claims "Americarewpaperdriefly reported
on 12 February that the poet Sylvia Plath died in London" and that "In the Boston area it was a
local story..." Anne Sextoti98). | had the occasion to peruse the four daily Boston newspapers
printing in 1963and found no death notices stories until late FebruaryOne full obituary ran
in Wellesley'sThe Townsmann February 21, 196%. The Boston Globgan a death noticen
February 27 and@he Boston Heral(below)andBoston Travelefollowed the next dayrhe
death notice donot mentionPlatHs occupation agwriter and each is listed under the last name
of Hughes.

In addition to the bibliography, | have created aam#l of selected headlines that are
arranged in chronological order. They télbelieve,a version ofktory of the search for Sylvia
Plath.I will also be placing compadliscs containing?DF files of each of these articlies
addition toan Excel spreatiget of the bibliography (for ease in sortingjhe Plath collections
at Smith Collgeand Indiana University with hope that researchers looking at this period in

Plath's life will benefit from their availability

HUGHES-——!n Lendc:r‘, aniand, formerly
. of Weti‘ﬁlev. Mass., Feb. 1, 1963,
- Swvia Plath, wife of Ted Hughes and-
mother of Frieda and Nicplss, daugh-
» Yer of Aurzlia (Schober) Plath, sisfer
of Warrea 1. Plath  Servic 5. held
Feb. 18/ 1%3.- ‘Heptonstagll, Yarkshire
- England, : B

ey -

% 0On March 7,The Townsmareprinted A. Alvarez's "A Pet's Epitaph.” However, this reprint did not include the
four Plath poems that accompanied the original article. The poems were "Contusion," "Edge," "The Fearful," and
"Kindness."
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Bibliographyof Newspaper Article®n Sylvia Plath's First Suicide Attempt in August 1953

Amesbury, Mass.

1. "News in a Nutshell. Amesbury Daily News\ugust 25, 1953: 1.

2. "News in a Nutshell. Amesbury Daily News\ugust 26, 1953: 1.

3. "News in a Nutshell. Amesliry Daily News August 27,1953: 1.

Athol, Mass.

4, "Smith Honor Student Sought After Leaving Home for 'HikAttol Daily News

August 25, 1953: 2.

5. "Search Continues for College GirAthol Daily NewsAugust 26, 1953: 2.
6. "Girl Found in Cdar of Own Home, In Hospital Athol Daily NewsAugust 27, 1953:
5.

Attleboro, Mass.

7. "College Girl Missing."The Attleboro SumAugust 25, 1953: 5
8. "Search Continues for Wellesley GirlThe Attleboro SurAugust 26, 1953: 13.
9. “Late Bulletins."The Attleboro SurAugust 26, 1953: 1.

10. "Home All Along." The Attleboro Surmugust 27, 1953: 1.
11. "Wellesley Girl is Recovering.The Attleboro SurAugust 27, 1953: 17.
12.  "Another Girl Missing from Wellesley HomeThe Attleboro SurAugust 28, 1953: 2.

Baltimore, Md.
13.  "Search for Girl Ends Under Porciihe Baltimore SurAugust 27, 1953: 1.

Beverly, Mass.

14. "Police Carry On Statewide Search for Smith SeniBeverly Evening Time#&ugust
25, 1953: 1.
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15.

16.

17.

"Express Bbef College Student Suicide VictimBeverly Evening Time&ugust 26,
1953: 6.

"Girl to Recover From Overdose of 40 Sleeping PilBeVerly Evening Time#&ugust
27,1953: 12.

"Wellesley Girl, 19 Reported Missing After Staying at Mati@ad Home.Beverly
Evening TimesAugust 28, 1953: 1.

Boston, Mass.
Boston Daily Record

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

"Smith Girl Missing at Wellesley HomeBoston Daily Records a.m. Edition. August
25, 1953: 3

"Smith Girl Missing at Wellesley HomeBoston Day Record 6 a.m. Complete Edition.
August 25, 1953: 3

"Bloodhound Trails Lost Girl ScholarBoston Daily Records a.m. Edition. August 26,
1953: 5.

"Bloodhound Trails Lost Girl ScholarBoston Daily Records a.m. Complete Edition.
August 26, 1953: 5.

"Bloodhound Trails Lost Girl ScholarBoston Daily RecordPayoff Edition.
August 26, 1953: 5.

"Missing Smith Girl Found in Own CellarBoston Daily Recordé a.m. Edition. August
27, 1953: 4.

"Missing Smith Girl Found in Own CellarBoston Daily Records a.m. Complete
Edition. August 27, 1953: 4.

"Missing Smith Girl Found in Own CellarBoston Daily RecordHome. Edition. August
27, 1953: 5.

"Missing Smith Girl Found in Own Celt." Boston Daily RecordPayoff Ediion. August
27, 1953: 5.
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27.  "Girl Student Pill Victim RecoversBoston Daily RecordHome Edition. August 28,
1953: 5.

28.  "Girl Student Pill Victim RecoversBoston Daily RecordPayoff Edition. August &,
1953: 5.

Boston Evening American
29.  "Hunt Wellesley Girl 'on Hike'."Boston Evening AmericaB Star Sports Edition.
August 25, 1953: 5.

30. "Hunt Wellesley Girl 'on Hike'."Boston Evening Americaambridge Somerville
Edition. August 8, 1953: 5.

31.  "Hunt Missing College Girl in Favored Haunt&bston Evening Americafinal
Edition. August 25, 1953: 5.

32.  "B0 Sleep Pills Vanish with Missing Smith GirBbston Evening Americaports
Charts Entries Edition. August 25, 1953

33.  "50 Sleep Pills Vanish with Missing Smith GirBbston Evening America®ports
Entries Results Edition. August 25, 1953: 5.

34.  "Check Pals for Clue to Smith GirlBoston Evening AmericaB Star Sports Edition.
August 26, 1953: 2.

35. "Police, Kin Fear Smith Girl SuicideBoston Evening Americafinal Edition. August
26, 1953: 2. (Prints Plath's "Mad Girl's Love Song")

36. "Smith Girl in Coma at Own HomeBoston Evening Americasports Charts Entries
Edition. August 261953: 2. (Prints Plath's "Mad Girl's Love Song")

37. "Smith Girl in Coma at Own HomeBoston Evening Americagports Entries Results
Edition. August 26, 1953: 2. (Prints Plath's "Mad Girl's Love Song")

38.  "Trace Moves of Girl Felled by Sleep RillBoston Evening AmericaB Star Sports
Edition. August 27: 1953: 5.

39.  "Trace Moves of Girl Felled by Sleep Pill8bston Evening Americakambridge
Somerville Edition. August 27: 1953: 5.
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40.  "Pill Girl 2 Days in Cellar."Boston Evenind\merican Sports Charts Entries Edition.
August 27, 1953: 5.

41.  "Pill Girl 2 Days in Cellar."Boston Evening AmericaBports Entries Results Edition.
August 27, 1953: 5.

42. "Sleeping Pill Girl 2 Days in Own CellarBoston Evening Americafinal Edition.
August 27, 1953: 5.

The Boston Globe
43.  "Beautiful Smith Girl Missing at WellesleyThe Boston GlobeAugust 25, 1953: 1, 9.

44.  "Wellesley Woods Searched: Police, Boy Scouts Hunt Missing Smith Studiaet."
Boston GlobeEveningEdition. August 25, 1953: 1, 9.

45, "Day-Long Search Fails to Locate Smith Studemhé Boston GlobeAugust 26, 1953:
1,11.

46.  "Smith Student Found Alive in CellarThe Boston Globeévening Edition. August 26,
1953: 1, 6.

47.  "Honor Student 'Out of Danger’; Took Sleep Pillshe Boston GlobeAugust 27, 1953:
17.

48.  "Second Wellesley Girl is Reported Missinglie Boston Globdevening Edition.
August 28, 1953: 1, 6.

The Boston Herald

49.  "Top-Ranking Student at Smith BBing from Wellesley HomeThe Boston Herald
August 25, 1953: 1, 11.

50. "Sleeping Pills Missing with Wellesley GirlThe Boston HeraldAugust 26, 1953: 1.

51. "Wellesley Girl Found in Cellar.The Boston HeraldAugust 27, 1953: 1, 2.

The Boson Post
52.  "Smith Girl Missing in Wellesley.The Boston PosAugust 25, 1953: 7.

53.  "Missing Smith Girl Worried."The Boston PosAugust 26, 1953: 1, 13.
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54.  "Smith Girl Recovering From PillsThe Boston PosAugust 27, 1953: 1, 4.

55.  "Missing Wellesley Girl Found in South Bostoiitie Boston PosAugust 29, 1953: 1,
3.

Boston Traveler
56. "Posse Hunts Smith GirlBoston TravelerBlue Streak Edition. August 25, 1953: 1, 26.

57. "Find Girl in Cellar."Boston TravelerBlue Strek Edition. August 26, 1953: 1, 17.

58. "Missing Student HuntedBoston TravelerBlue Streak Edition. August 28, 1953: 1,
17.

Brockton, Mass.
59.  "Missing Student in Own CellarBrockton Daily EnterpriseAugust 26, 1953: 18.

60.  "Student Recoering From Pill OverdoseBrockton Daily EnterpriseAugust 27,
1953: 9.

Chicago, lIl.
61  "Missing Coed Found."The Chicago TribuneAugust 27, 1953: 5.

Clinton, Mass.
62.  "New England News BriefsClinton Daily Iltem August 26, 1953: 1.

Daytona, Fl.
63.  "Missing Girl Found Under Own PorchDaytona Beach Morning Journahugust 27,
1953: 17.

Fall River, Mass.
64. "Home All the Time."The Fall River HeraleNews August 27, 1953: 23.

Fitchburg, Mass.
65.  "Missing Girl Student Object of Pake Hunt."Fitchburg SentinelAugust 25, 1953: 4.

66. "Continue Search for Missing Studerfitchburg SentinelAugust 26, 1953: 1.
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67.  "Bulletins." Fitchburg SentinelAugust 27, 1953: 1.

68.  "Second College Girl From Wellesley Reported Missiigtthburg SentinelAugust 28,
1953: 1.

Framingham, Mass.
69.  "Smith Girl Missing at Wellesley.Framingham NewsAugust 25, 1953: 1.

70.  "Girl Found Asleep in Basemen&tamingham NewsAugust 26, 1953: 1.

71 "Sylvia Plath Asleep During-Day Seach." Framingham NewsAugust 27, 1953: 10.

72.  "Another Wellesley Girl Disappears, Parents Repémtamingham NewsAugust 28,
1953: 1

Gardner, Mass.
73.  "Search Underway for Smith Seniomhe Gardner NewsAugust 26: 1953: 5.

74.  "Late News Fashes.The Gardner NewsAugust 26, 1953: 3.

Gloucester, Mass.
75.  "All-Out Quest for Lost Smith SenioGloucester Daily Time#ugust 25, 1953: 1.

76.  "Police Still Seeking Missing Smith GirlGloucester Daily Time#ugust 26, 1953: 1.

77.  "Bay State Briefs.'Gloucester Daily Time®ugust 27, 1953: 1.

Greenfield, Mass.

78.  "Smith Student, Found Under Porch, RecoveBseenfield RecordeGazette August
27,1953: 13.

Hartford, Conn.

79.  "Missing College Girl Found Alive in Cellar of Homielhe Hartford CourantAugust
27, 1953: 5.

Haverhill, Mass.
80. "Search Organized for Smith GirHaverhill GazetteAugust 25, 1953: 10.

81 "Fear for Missing College Girl GrowsHaverhill GazetteAugust 26, 1953: 6.
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82.  "Home All Along." Hawverhill Gazette August 27, 1953: 6.

83.  "Young Wellesley Woman MissingHMaverhill GazetteAugust 28, 1953: 3.

Holyoke, Mass.

84.  "Smith Girl, 20, Missing from Wellesley Homedolyoke Daily Transcript and Holyoke
Telegram August25,1953: 1.

85.  "Pills Missing in Wellesley CaseHMolyoke Daily Transcript and Holyoke Telegram
August 26, 1953: 24.

86.  "Bulletin." Holyoke Daily Transcript and Holyoke Telegragugust 26, 1953: 1.

87.  "Smith Student Recovering from Drug DosEldlyoke Daily Transcript and Holyoke
Telegram August 26,1953: 15.

Hudson, Mass.

88.  "Wide Search Being Conducted for Smith College Studéhtd'son Daily SunAugust
25, 1953: 1.

89.  "News Flashes.Hudson Daily SunAugust 26, 1953: 1.

90. "News Flashe8.Hudson Daily SunAugust 27, 1953: 2.

Lawrence, Mass.

91 "Smith College Senior Missing from Hom&he Evening TribuneAugust 25,
1953: 1.

92.  "Missing Wellesley Girl Found.The Evening TribuneAugust 26, 1953: 1.
93.  "Wellesley Girl's Condion Good."The Evening TribuneAugust 27, 1953: 1.

94.  "2"'Wellesley Girl Reported MissingThe Evening TribuneAugust 28,
1953: 1, 8.

Los Angeles, Calif.
95. "Missing Girl Found Beneath Porch of Hom&He Los Angeles Time&sugust 27,
1953 18.
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Lowell, Mass.
96. "Wide Search for Smith College GirlThe Lowell Sun6 o'clock and County Edition.
August 25, 1953: 3.

97.  "Wide Search for Smith College GirlThe Lowell Sun7 o'clock Edion. August 25,
1953: 3.

98.  "Bulletin." The Lowell Sun7 o'clockEdition. August 26, 1953: 1

99. ™Missing' Girl Case ProbedThe Lowell Sun6 o'clock and County Edition. August 27,
1953: 20.

Lynn, Mass.

Daily Evening Item

100. "Widen Hunt for Missing Smith SeniorDaily Evening ltemAugust 26, 1953: 1.
101 "College Girl Recovering from OrdeaDaily Evening IltemAugust 27, 1953: 1.

102 "Marblehead Girl Worker MissingDaily Evening ItemAugust 28, 1953: 1.

Lynn TelegrarrNews
103 "Missing College Student is Hunted.ynn TéegramNews August 25, 1953: 9.

104. "Fear Mounts for Safety of Smith College Studehyiin TelegrariNews August 26,
1953: 13.

105 "Student's Condition is Reported Gooldyhn TelegrarrNews August 27, 1953: 8.

Manchester, New Hampshire
106. "Greater Boston PolicemerMVianchester Union LeadeAugust 26, 1953: 40.

Marlboro, Mass.
107. "Wide Search Being Conducted for Smith College Studéfdriboro Daily Enterprise
August 25, 1953: 1.

108 "News Flashes.Marlboro Daily Enterprise August 26, 1953: 1.

Maynard, Mass.
109 "Seek Missing Smith SeniorMaynard Daily Evening Mercuryugust 25, 1953: 6.
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110,  "Press Search for Missing Smith GitMaynard Daily Evening MercuryAugust 26,
1953: 4.

111 "Smith College Girl RecoversMaynard Daily Evening MercuryAugust 27, 1953: 7.

Milford, Mass.
112.  "Girl Missing from Home in Wellesley.The Milford Daily NewsAugust 25, 1953: 2.

113 "New England News BriefsThe Milford Daily NewsAugust 26, 1953: 5.

114. "Bulletin.” The Mliford Daily News August 26, 1953: 1.

115 "Wellesley Student Out of DangeiThe Milford Daily NewsAugust 27, 1953: 9.

New Bedford, Mass.

116. "Missing Wellesley Girl, 20, Found Asleep in Her Cellartie Standarelimes August
26, 1953: 1, 12.

117. "Girl Recovering from Sleep PillsThe Standardlimes August 27, 195330.

118 "Second Wellesley Girl is MissingThe Standarelimes August 28, 1953: 20.

New York, NY.

119 "Smith College Editor, 20, Hiding, lll, Under Hous&lew York Heald Tribune Late
City Edition. August 27, 1953: 32.

North Adams, Mass.

120. "Smith College Girl Missing After Hike.The North Adams TranscripAugust 25, 1953:
1.

121 "Search Continued for Sylvia Plath, Missing Smith Giflie North Adams anscript
August 26, 1953: 1.

North Attleboro, Mass.
122 "Smith Senior is Missing.The Evening ChronicléAugust 25, 1953: 5.

123 “"Search ContinuesThe Evening ChronicléAugust 26, 1953: 1.

124 "Missing Smith Student FoundThe Evening Chanicle August 27, 1953: 2.
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Northampton, Mass.
125 "Hunt for Missing Smith Honor Student Who Left on 'Long Hike' FruitleBsily
Hampshire GazettéAugust 25, 1953: 1, 16.

126. "Carry on Search for Plath GirlDaily Hampshire GazettAugust 261953: 1, 3.

127. "Condition Good of Smith Senior Who Took Pill®4aily Hampshire GazettéAugust
27,1953: 3.

Pittsfield, Mass.
128 "Smith Senior is Found and Taken to Hospitdhe Berkshire Evening Eaglaugust
26, 1953: 1.

Portland, Maine
129 "Missing Smith Senior Found Under PorcRdrtland Press HeraldAugust 27, 1953: 7.

Providence, Rhode Island
130. "Missing Girl Sought."The Providence JournaRugust 26, 1953: 3.

131 "Missing Girl Found."The Providence JournaRugust 271953: 16.

Quincy, Mass.

132 "Fears Increase for Safety of Missing Wellesley Studé€pithcy Patriot LedgerAugust
26, 1953: 25.

133 "Missing Wellesley Girl Found Alive in Cellar of HomeQuincy Patriot LedgerAugust
26, 1956: 1.

Schenectag, N.Y.
134 "2"Wellesley College Girl DisappearsSthenectady Gazettdugust 29, 1953: 9.

Southbridge, Mass.

135 "Top-Ranking College Senior Still MissingSouthbridge Evening New&ugust 25,
1953: 1.

136 "Bulletin." Southbridge Eveningéws August 26, 1953: 1.

137. "College Student in Good ConditiorSbuthbridge Evening NewAugust 27, 1953: 1.
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Spartanburg, S.C.
138 "Missing Girl Found Under PorchThe Spartanburg HeraldAugust 27, 1953: 1.

Springfield, Mass.

Springfield DailyNews

139, "Missing Smith Student Is Object of Statewide Hugringfield Daily News
August 25, 1953: 1, 9.

140, "Missing Smith Student Is Object of Statewide HuStgtingfield Daily News5 o'clock
Late News Edibn. August 25, 1953: 1, 9.

141 "Missing Smith Student Is Object of Statewide Hugringfield Daily News5 o'clock
Final Stock Quotations Edlin. August 25, 1953: 1, 9.

142 "Sylvia Plath Located Alive in WellesleySpringfield Daily News5 o'clock Late News
Edition. August 26, 1953: 1, &

143 "Sylvia Plath Located Alive in WellesleySpringfield Daily News5 o'clock Final Stock
Quotations Edion. August 26, 1953: 1, 6.

144,  "Pretty Girl Missing from North ShoreSpringfield Daily NewsAugust 28, 1953: 1.

145  "Pretty Girl Missing from North ShoreSpringfield Daily News5 o'clock Late News
Edition. August 28, 1953: 1.

146. "Pretty Girl Missing from North ShoreSpringfield Daily News5 o'clock Final Stock
Quotations Edition. August 28, 1953: 1

Springfield Union
147.  "Student at Smith Reported Missingpringfield Union August 25, 1953: 27.

148 "Find No Clues in Search for Smith Senidsgringfield Union August 26, 1953: 1, 10.

149 "Found at Home, Smith Senior in 'Fair' Conditiogpringfield Union August 27, 1953:
1, 6.

Taunton, Mass.
150 "Smith Student Listed MissingTaunton Daily GazetteAugust 25, 1953: 18.

% page 6 not seen on microfilm reel for this item and the next as thanealits incomplete.
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151. "Hunt Continues for Smith Girl.Taunton Daily GazetteAugust 26, 1953: 2.
152  "Smith Girl Recoverig." Taunton Daily GazetteAugust 27, 1953: 26.
153 "Home All Along." Taunton Daily GazetteAugust 28, 1953: 1.

Waltham, Mass.
154 "Wellesley Girl Found in Her HomeThe News TribuneAugust 26, 1953: 1.

155 "Girls' Condition '‘Good' Following @erdose of Pills. The News TribuneAugust 27,
1953: 2.

156. "Girls' Condition '‘Good' Following Overdose of Pillhe News TribunéNewton
Edition. August 27, 1953: 1.

Wellesley, Mass.
157. "Sylvia Plath Found in Good ConditiornThe Townsnma August 27,1953: 1.

West Palm Beach, Fl.
158 "Search Ordered for Missing GirThe Palm Beach PasAugust 29, 1953: 4.

Woburn, Mass.
159 “"Late News."Woburn Daily TimesAugust 25, 1953: 1.

160. "Late News."Woburn Daily TimesAugust 26, 19531.

Worcester, Mass.

The Evening Gazette

161 "Police Seek Missing Smith College GirlThe Evening Gazett&inal Edition. August
25, 1953: 32.

162  "Continue Search for Smith Seniolhe Evening Gazett&tate Editbn. August 26,
1953: 21.

163 "Continue Search for Smith Seniolhe Evening Gazetteatest Editim. August
26, 1953: 8.

164 "College Girl Found in Cellar of HomeThe Evening Gazett&inal Edition. August 26,
1953: 8
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165 "Hunted Smith Student Slept in Home Cellarhe Evening Gazetteatest Edition.
August 27, 1953: 32.

166. "Hunted Smith Student Slept in Home Cellartie Evening Gazett€inal Editon.
August 27, 1953: 32.

167. "Wellesley Blonde Reported Missinglhe Evening Gazetteatest Edion. August 28,
1953: 1

168 "Wellesley Blonde Reported Missingrhe Evening Gazett&inal Edtion. August 28,
1953: 1

Worcester Telegram
169 "Missing Girl Hunted at WellesleyThe Worcester Telegrar@ounty Edition. August

26, 1953: 1.

170. "Missing Girl Hunted at WellesleyThe Worcester Telegrarhatest Edition. Aigust 26,
1953: 13.

171 "Smith College Girl Found Unharmedlhe Worcester Telegrar@ounty Edition.
August 26: 1953: 1, 14.

172 "Smith College Girl Found UnharmedlheWorcester TelegranLatest Edition. August
26: 1953: 1, 14.

On the following pages are two articles that ran on August 26, 1953 in the discontinued
Boston Evening AmericanThey represent at least two of the four known editions thafldhey.
second reprinted Plath's "Mad Girl's Love Song", which | madactediue to issues of
copyrightandpermission.
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